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March 1st General Meeting Speaker
Metro West Members and
Friends,
We hope that you will join us for
our monthly meeting on March
1st, we will have plenty of exciting things going on for all!
First and foremost, our speaker
will be Roger Hinchcliff of Steelhead Manifesto. Roger is always a
great speaker, presenting a
wealth of knowledge while keeping it upbeat and entertaining.
Roger will be discussing water
temperatures, how it affects
Steelhead behavior, and tips/
techniques for hooking up with
the elusive fish in the rivers feeding the Great Lakes. When Roger
speaks, it is always a great learning opportunity even for the most
veteran steelheaders to add a
new trick up their sleeve!
We will also be presenting our
Angler/Captain of the Year
awards for the 2021 tournament
series. This is always a good opportunity to put some faces with
names for those that are successful on the big lakes for salmon/
steelhead/walleye, or in the rivers/beach/pier for salmon/
steelhead, and on the inland
lakes for warm water species.
There is always some social opportunity to discuss fishing with
those now familiar faces following the presentations. I am willing
to bet, the only thing our members love more than fishing, is
talking about fishing!
So as mentioned, there is a little
bit of something for everyone.
We hope to see some new faces
as well as familiar faces as we kick
into high gear for the 2022 fishing
seasons!
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As you are reading this, MWS members are busy working the Outdoorama Show
at the Suburban Collection Showplace in Novi. So come on out to show support
for MWS and visit the vendors. Haven’t been able to volunteer to help at the
Ultimate Fishing Show or Outdoorama, no worries, you have two more opportunities in March. First is the Novi Boat Show on March 9 to 13, if interested in
helping contact Bob Schulz @ bobschulz7@gmail.com. Second chance is the
Metro West Sportsman’s Banquet on March 19, if interested in helping contact
Carmen Zirles @ CDZirles@charter.net.
With the club being unable to hold its annual fund-raising banquet for two
years, several club members stepped up big. On behalf of the club, we want to
recognize Dave Hutton, Shawn Elliott, and Jeff Zyck. These individuals worked to
secure generous donations to the club and MWS exists and flourishes through
the participation and generosity of it’s members.

The “Prez Sez”

I am proud to say the club has been making great progress in the social media
world. As you may have heard by now, Jay Labban has been leading the new
Conservation committee. As part of that, Jay took on the task of learning how
to help edit our webpage. With his help, new articles are being posted to the
Conservation tab and many other pages are getting updated. If you see Jay out
fishing, please say THANK YOU to him. The Metro-West Steelheaders Facebook
page is going well also. Look and see what you are missing out on.

I would like to thank Adam Trenz for his efforts in organizing two fishing events that ended up not happening due to lack of
participation. Hopefully, next year the weather will cooperate, and members will get out. Speaking of fishing events, the
annual Manistee Challenge is set for March 26. This a great chance to get out and fish the river, pier or beach. Some beautiful fish can be caught. Contact Eric Braden or Adam Trenz if at all interested in fishing.

Carmen Zirles

Jay Labban

Adam Trenz

THE METRO-WEST STEELHEADERS MEET THE FIRST TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT 7pm
Open to all members and public - Information below for resumption of physical meetings:
LIVONIA SENIORS CENTER AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF FARMINGTON ROAD AND FIVE MILE ROAD 15218 FARMINGTON RD, LIVONIA, MI 48154.

METRO WEST STEELHEADERS

38th ANNUAL
SPORTSMAN’S BANQUET
Fishing Trips

Gun Raffles

Silent Auctions

Door Prizes
50/50 Drawings

140+ Raffles

March 19, 2022
5:30 PM – 11:00 PM

BURTON MANOR
27777 Schoolcraft Rd.
Livonia, MI 48150
$55.00 PER PERSON
Includes Dinner and Open Bar!

Profits help send kids to MUCC Camp
And Salmon-in-the Classroom Projects
For Tickets contact
Carmen Zirles at 734-646-3079
cdzirles@charter.net
TICKETS ON SALE JAN 1, 2022

5

METRO WEST STEELHEADERS Sportsman's Banquette – Some Fun Pics
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METRO WEST STEELHEADERS - DONATIONS THANK YOU’S

Jeff Zyck is a longtime MWS Member and Dealer of CUTCO Cutlery.
Pre-Covid, during the MWS spring swap meets and Line winding events, Jeff has been providing knife sharpening services
and collecting donations to send kids to the MUCC Kids camp.
Last 7/6/21 at the MWS Summer Picnic “CUTCO Jeff” presented MetroWest w/ a Donation Check of $1,000.
This is a huge donation that will send children to this years MUCC camp and is greatly appreciated.
Many Thanks Jeff!!

MWS held our last Banquet on March 19, 2019. The U.S. went into COVID lockdown on 3/12/20,
two days before our March 14th banquet, which had to be cancelled. The MWS BOD met on a
regular basis throughout our virtual time away. Concerns were reviewed and discussed monthly.
MWS is a Non Profit 501c4 and therefore has some rainy day funding, but with COVID protocols in
a weekly varying state of change it was decided that alternate fund raising methods needed to be
pursued to assure MWS made it into the future. Vice President Dave Hutton volunteered to hold
raffle drawings at the 2021 Ludington & Manistee Big Lake Tournaments (Our largest attended
annual Tourneys). Over the years Dave has established a great working relationship with Tangled
Tackle of Manistee. Tangled Tackle has provided U-Tube videos for MWS Past General Meetings
and provided $500 worth of gift cards to sponsor these event Raffles. Five Raffles have been
planned with two being held in 2021 and three sometime in the near future. Dave & Tangled
Tackle have raised $1165 to date to help keep MWS running until we can get to our next Banquet
to be held on 3/19/22.
A BIG MWS “THANK YOU” to both for your efforts and generosity!!
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METRO WEST STEELHEADERS - DONATIONS THANK YOU’S [Continued)

MWS members Shawn & son Joey Elliott, also known as “Tackle Box Joey” is the coach & a member of the Anchor Bay High School
Fishing Club. Anchor Bay competed in and WON the 2021 Bass Federation Student Angler Federation High School Fishing State
Championship in July. Several years ago, the club started raising funds to start a Salmon In the Class room program at their high
school. Due to COVID and the fluctuating onsite vs virtual learning options it was decided that a SIC program would not be possible
at this time. Back in January it was decided that the Anchor Bay High School Fishing Club would like to donate a full top to bottom
SIC system and $2,000 to MWS for the development of a future SIC program. “New Haven” a nearby school system has agreed to
start the SIC program for the 2022-2023 school year.
MWS is excited to start working with “New Haven” and would like to give a “HUGE

MWS THANK YOU” to the Anchor

Bay High School Fishing Club for their hard work and generosity in making these assets available to others to share and experience
the opportunities related to Michigan’s Great Outdoors!
MWS would also like to wish The Anchor Bay High School Fishing Club continued success throughout their program and events!
Tight Lines “TARS” �
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METRO WEST STEELHEADERS Salmon in the Classroom Update
Monthly “Grow” Pics

NOVI H.S. [Healthy Group]

Munger

Chair: Robert Grech (989) 205-8054
rlgrech@wowway.com

Vandenberg

Sammy is on the move: Now showing at “Vandenberg” (The Students Love him!)
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MSSFA Steelhead Spectacular Fishing Seminar - February 19th –Recap
Submitted by: Bob Schulz

On February 19th, Hermon Christoph, Gus Nelson, Marc Traver, Rob Myllyoja, and I attended the Steelhead Spectacular &
Fishing Seminar. As with most invents this year, the weather and roads were a little tricky on the drive there.
The speakers all had a wealth of knowledge and experience that was shared with the audience. Some of the take aways for
me were fishing the shallow and slack water in the Detroit River. Including using the spot lock on the trolling motor and
casting swim baits in that slack water. One tip from the salmon guys was that you can truly only duplicate two things that
another captain is doing, that being GPS direction and speed. All others you may or may not be able to truly match, example
is your 85 down my not truly be the same as his 85 down. Then Roger Hinchcliff talked about going big with your presentation on sunny days. It was noted that all the speakers did agree scent can play a role in catching fish. That included eliminating bad scent and adding good scent.
Then not only were the speakers excellent, there were many give aways and raffle prizes as Marc can attest to as he came
away with a salmon charter aboard Dalen Charters out of Grand Haven. Way to go Marc.
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MWS - 2/4 thru 2/6/22 Manistee River & Ice Fishing Outing – Recap
Submitted by Adam Trenz

Despite the event being canceled I still made the trek
north to the Manistee this
weekend to fish with a couple
of buddies.
Weather was a bit chilly, but
dressing appropriately makes
all the difference for a comfortable day.
Fun times with good friends,
good food, and a fish or two
is icing on the cake. Hope to
see some members on the
water with us soon!

12

1/28 thru 1/31/22 Lk Simcoe Ontario Canada Ice Fishing Report
Submitted by Marc Traver & Dave Zawacki

Fishing was a little slow and very cold. With about 15” of ice and temperatures below 0 the first day, by the time we
got everything running it was 11 am and all the way up to 5 !!! We ended up between Dave Zawacki and myself with 54
very nice fish. The rest of the group did much better with totals chose to the 100/ man limit. Getting across the boarder
was a adventure but we made it over and back!!! Still worth the trip if anyone gets the chance.
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MWS - 3/10 thru 3/13/22 at the Novi Boat Show

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – Contact Bob Schulz at bobschulz7@gmail.com if you are interested in volunteering.
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MWS - 3/26/22 Manistee River, Pier & Beach Challenge
On March 26th we will have our annual get-together with the Detroit Area Steel-headers (DAS) for our Spring Steelhead
Challenge! As with the years in the past, things will pretty much be the same. Except that per the 1/13/22 NRC Amendment to Spring Spawning Run Creel Limits, only One Steelhead may be kept per day between 3/15 & 5/15/22.
Folks have the freedom to fish where they please (pier, beach, river) regarding the “challenge” as we compete against
the DAS.
Please note: no boats fishing below the Insta-launch RR bridge are eligible.
Overall Main MWS/DAS Challenge: You can start fishing as early as 6:00am, and we will come together for the weigh-in
at 5:00pm. The location will depend on where most anglers are fishing (river or beach/pier). The weigh in location will be
emailed the week of the event to all that RSVP. PLEASE DO NOT BE LATE -DISQUALFIED IF AFTER 5pm!
A simple tally of total weight between the two clubs will determine the 2022 Spring Steelhead Challenge winning club.
Steelhead/Rainbows are the only eligible species.
Big Fish: For those that wish to participate, we will have a $5 big fish pot with 100% payout to the largest Steelhead by
weight -regardless of whether it was river or beach/pier caught. If you wish to be included in the big fish pot, please contact Adam or Eric no later than 12:00pm on 3/25.
For MWS and “River Angler of the Year” points: Steelhead/Rainbows are the only eligible species, with a minimum size
of 15” to be considered for weigh-in. The fish must be caught from Tippy Dam, down to the Railroad bridge just upstream
from Manistee Lake. Pier lake fish and Beach lake fish will not be eligible for RAOY points. To support and promote catch
& release, placing for points with MWS members will be by length whether the fish is kept or released. Those who kept
fish can have the fish measured at the weigh-in. For CPR (Catch, Photo, Release) fish, please have clear photos of head
and tail positioning on measuring tape/scale for the weigh-in. All other MWS RAOY standard rules apply, please refer to
the website for details.
MWS Pier/Beach Angler Series: MWS had added a series of beach/pier events to the calendar years back, which has
had great interest and is continuing to grow into 2022! This had come as a result of many members expressing interest
and those already participating in Pier/Beach fishing. Be sure to get in the running for pier/beach angler of the year points
-no extremely specialized gear required!
Food: Food will likely not be provided for this event but stay tuned to emails for more information!

Please RSVP with me in writing either via email or text with the following details:
A) Headcount and names within your group (guests are welcome)
B) Location you plan to fish (Beach/Pier or River)
C) Whether or not you would like to participate in the Big Fish pot
We hope to see many familiar faces, and hopefully a few new ones up on the Manistee!!!
River Chair: Adam Trenz

C: 810.569.4184
adamtrenz@gmail.com
Pier/Beach Chair: Eric Braden
C: 419.344.2541
esbraden630@gmail.com
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2022 January 11th MWS BOD Meeting Minutes

Deb Grech MWS Secretary

Metro West Steelheader’s Board Meeting 1-11-2022 Rev 2
We had a phone call with Bob Schulz and the Board. Bob nominated Eric Braden as Vice President.
Eric accepted the position, it was 2 nd by Len Woods, we voted and it was accepted.
Meeting called to order at 6:36 P.M. by Eric Braden.
Present: Eric Braden, Deb Grech, Robert Grech, Len Woods, Marc Traver, Dave Zawacki,

Adam Trenz
Absent: Bob Schulz, Brad Allan, Carmen Zirles, Henry Nabors, Gale Frazee
Guest: Ralph Brown
President: Eric Braden opened the meeting regarding the minutes dated 12-14-2021 R2, the minutes were reviewed
and accepted as written. Motion to approve by Adam Trenz and 2 nd by Marc Traver.
Secretary: Deb Grech emailed the 12-14-2021 R2 Monthly BOD Minutes.
Treasurer: Robert Grech read Carmen Zirles Treasurers report for December 2021.
The motion to accept the report was by Marc Traver and 2nd by Len Woods. Voted on and accepted.
President: Bob Schulz, Absent
Vice President: Eric Braden Discussed speakers - Mark Zona and Steve Jones. Karen Westphal Is ready to start
collecting funds for Big Fish at the next General Meeting. We talked about updating the
SHOW DISPLAY pictures. In the past we have added 8 years or so per year. Len Woods has a contact that can make
them for us. 11 x 17, $2.80 for the photo and $2.00 for the laminate, far cheaper than office suppliers.
Membership Director: Henry Nabors membership report was read by Robert Grech.
Current membership is 152
Friends of the Club 15
Past members 8

Total attendance for January is 20
Director: Adam Trenz – A Ice fishing outing is coming up at St Clair either 1-22 or 1-29.
Manistee Farm isn’t available. Adam will make an announcement. Eric Braden took over the
Editor position for the Newsletter for Adam. Bob Schulz is the Admin for the MWS Facebook
Account. Adam mentioned a small banner could be made announcing small boat/kayak Fishing pan fish using Len Woods contact.
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2022 January 11th MWS BOD Meeting Minutes (Continued)
MSSFA Rep: Bob Schulz emailed Eric Braden his report. The MSSFA will have a virtual meeting
1-19-2022.
MUCC Rep: Marc Traver – MUCC has hired a Policy Assistant named Justin Tomie. Governor Whitmer
has nominated 2 NRC Commissioners to fill open positions (On to the Senate for approval).
David Anthony from the U.P. and Leslie Love from Detroit. At the December meeting the NRC passed
both Steelhead and Walleye orders. Marc Traver suggested that MWS Members contact their
representatives to Vote yes on Bills 5358, 5359 and 5360. (Guide Registration Bills). They are working
to pass it. Wolf Mgmt. had a public meeting. MUCC has a new Camp Director, she has positions
to fill. Marc would like to set up a MWS work day at the MUCC Camp. MWS has sponsored a cabin in the
past. Eric will inquire to see if the Club can use the camp for additional activities related to sponsorship.
The next Policy Board meeting is the 2nd Saturday in March.
Director: MWS SIC: Robert Grech – Robert currently has the Banquet tickets. We need to try
to sell 275 tickets. Len Woods said his company is prepared to run the gun raffles. Outdoorama
needs volunteers. Robert picked up mail, he will forward to Carmen.

SIC – has 4 tanks up and running. They are very successful so far. Sammy is ready to start his tour,
starting with Novi next Tuesday. Robert will mark the inventory with the ID tags that was provided
by Gale.
Director: Dave Zawacki is working on confirmation of February speaker. Big Lake Charter Captain
Stephen Lenhart of WITHING Charters. Adam Trenz has Roger Hinchcliff set for March. He will find
out the cost. If there is one and discuss with Bob Schulz. We talked about a donation box.
Dave will arrange to have a meeting with the captains and discuss the updated rules and handli ng

of the catch. Marc Traver wants the Club to start promoting small boat and Kayak events at
the shows.
Director: Brad Allan, not in attendance. Eric will follow up to confirm the $100.00 deposit for the kids
outing is in place. It was for the Exotic Animal Reserve.
Director: Len Woods, He received $170.00 from Mike Hartrik for the MWS wear. He has the MWS hats,
t-shirts, flags and sweatshirts.
New Business: Discussed the Organization flow chart. The VP position has been filled by Eric. He also accepted the Editor
position for the newsletter. The MSSFA Representative is still an open position.
Eric is working on a thank you for Donations Received in2021. (Jeff Zyk-Knife Sharpening & Tim Tenbusch memorial funds for
Kids Camp sponsorship and Dave Hutton Raffles w/Tangled Tackle Sponsorship for MWS Operations).
Old Business: We need 275 people for the Banquet. The website for MWS now has a Conservation tab.
The meeting was moved to adjourn at 8:45 by Robert Grech and 2 nd by Len Woods.

Debbie Grech
1-11-2022
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2022 Calendar * * Metro West Steelheaders * * Livonia, Mich. * *
MARCH 1 General Membership Meeting
10 – 13 Novi Boat Show Bob Schulz
19 MWS Sports Banquet MWS Board
26 MI Steelhead Challenge Manistee River/Pier w DS Adam Trenz/Eric Braden
APRIL 5 General Membership Meeting
9 New Buffalo Coho Tournament Bob Schulz
9 Clinton River Clean Up Jay Labban
23 Detroit River/Lake Erie Walleye Robert Grech/Chris Christoph
30 Benton Harbor Coho Tournament Dave Zawacki/Kirk Traver
MAY 1 Benton Harbor Coho Tournament Marc/Kirk Traver
3 General Membership Meeting
14 Toledo Beach Walleye Bob Schulz
14 Bruin Lake Kayak/Small Boat Chuck Davis
21 Benton Harbor Salmon Tournament Sat Chris Thompson/Kruszewski
22 Benton Harbor Salmon Tournament Sun Brad Allan/Mark Platt
28 Pt Moulle’ SM Bass/Walleye Eric Braden
JUNE 7 General Membership Meeting
4 Kids Fishing Outing at Kensington Park Brad Allan
4 Lake Erie Brest Bay Walleye Tournament Len Wood
4 Sterling St Park SM Bass & Walleye Keith Childs
11 Sterling SP Walleye Tournament Fabian Sepulveda
11 Grand/South Haven Salmon Pier Event Eric Braden
18 Muskie Tourney at lake Hudson Kayak/SB Michelle Braden
25 Silver Lake Kayak/SB Keith Childs
JULY 5 Club Summer Picnic Jim Robertson/Dave Zawacki
9 Tippy Dam Back Water Kayak/Small Boat Eric Braden
14 Erieau Tournament – Thur. Erieau, Canada Clyde Schoen
16 Erieau Tournament – Sat. Erieau, Canada Henry Nabors
16 Huron River Kayak (Hudson Mills to Dehli) Keith Childs
16 Manistee River Cleanup Day @ High Bridge Roger Hinchcliff
28 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Thu Gale Frazee/Tom Abdelnour
29 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Fri Marc Traver/Dave Hutton
30 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Sat Dave & Kim Zawacki
31 Ludington Salmon Tournament – Sun Chair: Marc/Kirk Traver
AUGUST 2 General Membership Meeting
6 Independence Lake Kayak/Small Boat Chuck Davis
13 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Sat Henry Nabors/Dave Hutton
14 Salmon Tournament – Manistee – Sun Marc/Kirk Traver
20 Lake Tournament – Frankfort Robert Grech/C Christoph
21 Salmon Tournament – Frankfort Bill Dodge/C Christoph
27 Manistee/Ludington Area Kayak-SB Eric Braden
SEPTEMBER 6 General Membership Meeting
10 Manistee River & Pier Tournaments Adam Trenz River Chair/Eric Braden
19 Captain/Crew/River Angler 2023 Calendar Mtg Kelley/Adam T/ River Chair/Nabors/Zawacki
23 Manistee River Tournaments Fabian Sepulveda
OCTOBER 4 General Membership Meeting
NOVEMBER 1 General Membership Meeting
5 Manistee River/Pier/Shore Tournaments w DS Dave Zawacki/Eric Braden/Adam Trenz
19 PM River Tournament Marc Traver/Adam Trenz
DECEMBER 6 CHRISTMAS PARTY - HAPPY HOLIDAYS
10 Huron River Tournament Hinchcliff/Brown
Version: 2022 02 19
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METRO-WEST STEELHEADERS
2021 Full Year Financial Report
The Metro-West By-laws require that an Annual Financial report to the membership be published each
year. The annual report for calendar year 2021 is presented below:

Income:
Membership Dues; Tackle Raffle; 50-50 Raffle;
MWS Wear Sales; Membership; Designated Funds (1);
Meeting Food Sales; Donations; MSSFA Lure Sales;
Outdoor Shows

Expenses:
Donations & Community Projects:
Salmon-In-the-Classroom; Tracks Magazine in
the Classroom; Misc.

$9447

$ 814

Membership MSSFA:

$ 4,460

Memberships MUCC:

$

Income Producing Expenses:

$ 1,944

Operating Expenses:

$ 5,676

725

Total Expenses:

$13,619

EXCESS/(LOSS)

($4,172)

Treasurer’s note (1): Designated Funds = Tim Tenbusch Memorial for MUCC Kids Camp

& Jeff Zyck-Cutco donation for MUCC Kids Camp

Submitted by Carmen Zirles, Treasurer 2/16/22
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MSSFA February Executive Directors Report

MSSFA
Executive Director Report
Dennis Eade

I am pleased to report that the New Year is starting out in historic proportions as the proposed state budget
contains $30 million for Fish Hatchery Infrastructure, $4 million to replace the RV Steelheader with a new
state of the art research vessel and $12.4 million to replace equipment within the entire department
(Forestry, Parks, Law, Fish, and Wildlife). Another $652,000 to hire four staff for the Tribal Coordination
Unit.
This means a new cool water rearing facility at Wolf Lake Hatchery including new feeders for steelhead,
replacing the forty-five-year-old worn-out wells and the installation of new underground electrical
upgrades. A new research vessel equipped with the latest electronic sensor technology for greater
accuracy in trawl reporting data and research into the patterns developing in pelagic species like steelhead
and salmon. We still have a long way to go and lots of challenges ahead but this is really a great beginning.
The tribal negotiations are still dragging on with little tangible progress. In the Coalition to Protect
Michigan Resources (CPMR) view, the almost 2½ years that the parties have been negotiating show that
negotiations are difficult due to the issues and the effects of the pandemic on negotiations. There is deep
concern that the negotiations may be at odds with biological reality and the foundations of sustainability.
For these reasons, the Coalition has found it nearly impossible to work proactively with the parties as it
had hoped. For clarity, the CPMR is delineating the principal elements of a working starting point for
negotiating a sustainable and equitable agreement. The outline of these three criteria have always guided
the Coalition and will continue so in future negotiations. This paper can be viewed on MSSFA’s website,
mssfa.org (I have also included it under a special tab on the MailChimp sent to MSSFA directors.)
The Lake Huron Citizens Advisory Committee met February 1st on Teams. The minutes are posted on
our website and attached to the MailChimp sent to directors. The NRC passed the amendment opening
the Saginaw lower river mouth to harvest during the spawning period beginning in 2023 at its meeting on
the December 9th, however it should not pose any harm to the walleye fishery in the bay. We continue to
monitor and remind commissioners that the process of involving advisors in the consideration of
regulation changes is important and ultimately in its own best interest. I attended the NRC meeting on
February 10th and other than the governor’s unprecedented budget announcement, the business coming
before the commission, including proposed regulation changes from various agency divisions, was
without controversy.
With an aim toward maximizing both angler satisfaction and the ecological benefits of the state's walleye
fisheries, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources has finalized a plan to guide the department’s
management of the popular species in inland waters.
Although walleye reside in the Great Lakes, rivers and inland lakes, the plan focuses on inland waters –
mostly inland lakes – because walleye management in Great Lake waters is primarily addressed in various
other department-approved management or rehabilitation plans.

20

MSSFA February Executive Directors Report - (Cont’d )
The new walleye management plan can be viewed at Michigan.gov/Walleye to learn more about walleye and
management efforts and review the final plan.
This year is an election year in Lansing so not much legislation is going to get passed if history tells us anything
about an election year. Appropriations and Budget items will get top priority. We will still need to be vigilant
during the lame duck session to make sure bad bills don’t get passed at the eleventh hour in December.
We have strong Republican allies and Democratic allies in the Senate that will assure bi-partisan support beginning in 2023. Another good reason to use this year wisely will be to focus on providing MSSFA (myself and
state board members) and other fishing associations to begin drafting bills that deal with effects of climate
change on the fishery. Removing obsolete dams is critical in reducing stream temperatures and saving our coldwater species like steelhead, brown trout, Coho and wild Chinook salmon. Getting comprehensive legislation
drafted to make decommissioning dams much easier will be very important. I will be working with our coalition
partners in the Changing Seasons Work Group to make this happen in 2022.
Doc Merckel’s funeral service was held in Mayville, MI on January 15th and was well attended including representatives from the Great Lakes Fish Commission staff (Jill Wingfield and Marc Gaden), retired member of the
Michigan Charter Boat Association, Jim Fenner, Thumb Chapter representatives and myself. Friends, former
patients, and relatives filled the hall and saluted Doc with stories of his accomplishments, encounters, and loving
family memories. It truly was a celebration of his life. We all will miss him and the March issue of GLSFN will
provide some tributes to his lifelong contributions to our Great Lake’s fishery.

MSSFA’s Positi0n on Dam Removals
An excessive number of obsolete dams across the state are in poor condition due to erosion and structural impairment. The removal of obsolete dams will lower stream temperatures, improve fish passage, improve nutrient movement, restore fish spawning and the migration of cold-water species like
salmon and trout, reduce flooding, and improve fishing and recreational activities. MSSFA is committed to work with stakeholders, federal and state agencies to identify obsolete dams and develop a strategic framework to remove them.
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BIG FISH 2022! [Just Two more Meeting’s to sign Up!]

steelheaders

Big Fish Coordinator: Karen Westphal
The 2022 Big Fish contest is underway! All existing members need to be entered by April. All new members have 30 days from join date to sign-up!
The cost is $5.00 for the biggest fish in each category, and $5.00 for the biggest fish caught over all for the year (Jackpot). The categories are: Walleye, Lake Trout, Brown Trout, Steelhead Trout, King, Coho, and Atlantic Salmon.
You can also send your entry to “Big fish Contest”, 32160 W. 11 Mi. Rd. Farmington Hills, Mi 48336. Make your check payable to Karen Westphal with
“Big Fish” in the memo portion of your check. You can find the Big Fish Rules within this newsletter.
Good luck to everyone!
Karen Westphal

CONSERVATION PLEDGE
I give my pledge as an American to save and faithfully to defend from waste
the natural resources of my country;
its air, soil, and minerals; its forests, waters, and wildlife.
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ANNUAL MWS BIG FISH CONTEST - THREE WAYS TOsteelheaders
WEIGH FISH
Submitted by Robert Grech AND Karen Westphal

Three Ways to weigh your Big Fish Entry
. Certified Scale available at retail establishments
. MWS Weigh-in Scales used at Club Events
(used before, during or after a tournament)
•

Handheld Scales with a MWS Seal of Approval

Handheld Scale Seal of Approval Process
1. Bring your handheld scale to a meeting (Jan – April or by appointment at other meetings).
2. See Robert Grech to have your handheld scale tested.
3. Scale must be accurate within plus or minus one tenth of a pound for 1 lb, 5 lbs, 10 lbs and
15 lbs
4. If scale passes the four tests, the scale will have been VERIFIED and approved for use in the
Big Fish Contest.
5. A Seal of Approval will be placed on the scale.
6. When submitting a Big Fish Entry, a picture must be provided with the fish being weighted
on the approved scale with the Seal number showing in the picture.

Submit the Big Fish Application to Karen
Westphal with pictures of the Angler and
the fish and the fish on the HANDHELD
scale with the seal showing .
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BIG FISH RULES AND FORM

steelheaders

1.
2.
3.

Participant must be a member in good standing, spouse or child of a member of Metro West Steel headers.
The contestant must be registered before the fish is caught.
The entry fee of $5.00 must be paid by the April membership meeting. A new member of Metro West must pay the entry fee within 30 days of
the membership registration date to qualify.
4. Fish must be caught in Michigan waters or during an official Metro West Tournament in Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania, or Canadian waters.
5. Fish must be caught by sport fishing method only. All DNR rules apply. During tournaments outside of Michigan, the local sport fishing rules will
apply.
6. The length of the contest is from Jan. 1st through Dec. 31st. Each entry must be submitted within 30 days of catch. Entry form must be complete
with picture attached.
7. Eligible species include Walleye, Coho, Chinook, and Atlantic salmon, Brown or Lake trout, Steelhead trout, and Brook Trout.
8. There are two divisions, lake and river; the above species can be entered in either one or the other division, not both!
9. In case of a tie, the first fish entered will win. Post mark on mailed entries will be the entry date. Entries can be mailed to: BIG FISH CONTEST/
32160 W. 11 MI. RD. FARMINGTON HILLS, MI. 48336, OR TO: kclipper2014@gmail.com.
10. All money will be distributed equally among winning fish.
11. A registered scale with serial number, or the Metro West scale must be used to weigh the fish, and signature of witness must be given.
12. One person may win a maximum of two categories.
Big Fish Jackpot –Separate contest
1. Entry fee $5.00; largest fish wins.
2. All regular Big Fish rules apply except for 8, 10, & 12.
(Prizes will be awarded at the Christmas Party)
The April Meeting is the deadline for Big Fish sign-ups for existing members.
If you are new to our club, you will have 30 days from your joining date to enter the Big Fish contest. If you cannot make a general membership meeting, but would like to enter the Big fish contest, you can send your entry fee to:
"Big Fish contest"
32160 W. 11 mi. rd.
Farmington Hills Mi. 48336
Existing members entries must be paid by the April meeting, new members entries postmarked within 30 days of joining date.

Make sure you write the
check to Karen Westphal, with "Big Fish
contest in the memo
portion of your
check. The fee is $5.00
for the Biggest fish in all
categories, and $5.00
for jackpot, which is the
biggest fish caught over
all. If you don't want to
enter both categories,
please specify which
category you are entering. Most everyone
enters both Big Fish and
Jackpot to increase their
chances to win more
money.
Thank you, Karen Westphal
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WANTED: Volunteers for open Positions (As revised per steelheaders
2/8/22 BOD Mtg)
METRO WEST STEELHEADERS
2022 ORGANIZATIONAL CHART AND DELEGATION OF RESPONSIBILITIES
PRESIDENT

ROBERT SCHULZ
CONSERVATION ACTION COMMITTEE
(Jay Labban)

SOCIAL MEDIA

Livonia Sr. Center
VICE PRESIDENT

ERIC BRADEN
NEWSLETTER

GUEST SPEAKERS

(BOD)
SECRETARY
DEB GRECH

RECORD MINUTES
OF BOARD
MEETING

TREASURER
CARMEN
ZIRLES
MONEY
BANK ACCOUNTS,
ATTESTATION
AUDIT,
BUDGET,
FUNDRAISING,
DONATIONS,
Tackle & 50/50 raffles
(Karen Westphal)
COOLER RAFFLE
(TBD)
COMEDY CLUB
(Karen Westphal)
REFRESHMENTS
(Eric Braden)

MEMBERSHIP
HENRY NABORS

MSSFA REP
[OPEN]

MUCC REP
MARC TRAVER

TERM EXP 2022

TERM EXP 2023

TERM EXP 2023

C/C OF YEAR,
CLUB CALENDAR,
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE,
WEBSITE:
PORTS
(Gale Frazee)
CONSERVATION
(Jay Labban)

MSSFA STATE
REPRESENTATIVE,
BY-LAWS,
ELECTIONS

MUCC
RERESENTATIVE,
TRACKS
MAGAZINE (?),
MUCC CAMP
SPONSORSHIP,
KIDS CAMP
(Karen Westphal)

DIRECTOR
BRAD
ALLAN

DIRECTOR
DAVE
ZAWACKI

DIRECTOR
ADAM
TRENZ

DIRECTOR
LEONARD
WOODS

DIRECTOR
GALE
FRAZEE

DIRECTOR
ROBERT
GRECH

TERM EXP 2022

TERM EXP 2023

TERM EXP 2022

TERM EXP 2023

TERM EXP 2024

TERM EXP 2024

KIDS OUTING,
CHRISTMAS
PARTY
(Karen Westphal)

BOAT
TOURNAMENTS
CAPTAINS
COMMITTEE,
(Dennis Kelley)
BIG FISH,
(Karen Westphal)

STREAM
COMMITTEE
(Adam Trenz)

METRO WEST

SOUND
EQUIPMENT,
FISHING
MACHINE &
TV,
TOURNAMENT
SUPPLIES
(Jeff Bustos)

SALMON-in-theCLASSROOM
COORDINATOR,
OUTDOORAMA,
WAIVER OF
LIABILITY,
INSURANCE,
HAND SCALE
VERIFICATION

KAYAK/SMALL
BOAT/PIER &
BEACH GROUPS
WARM WATER
CHALLENGE
(Eric Braden)

2-19-22

WEAR
(Unassigned)
UFS
(Mark Traver
Chris Christoph)
NOVI BOAT
SHOW
(Bob Schulz)

FISH SCALES
STORAGE UNIT
LINE WINDER
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steelheaders

CLASSIFIEDS
Awesome Updated Lakefront Chalet for RENT!
Bring a big group! Many members have all seen it and say it’s a great place! It’s in Wellston MI. Close to Big Manistee, Little Manistee and Pere Marquette. 30 min to Lake
Michigan. Sleeps 14. 3 Full Baths. 5 Flat Screen TVs with Dish Network, Wi-Fi.
Metro West Members get 30% off rates! www.UpNorthGetaway.com
or call Trevor (248) 613-0700.

